EAST MARDEN PRIMARY SCHOOL

YEAR 3 INFORMATION Room 30 JANET LUCAS –  2017
Welcome! This handout will give you a guide to what is happening in our class this year. I am looking forward to an enjoyable, positive year of learning with your child.

GENERAL PROCEDURES

Times

Students should be at school by 8.45am at the latest and in the classroom ready to start at 8.50am. School finishes at 3:00pm.
Absences and late arrival

Please phone the school (8337 6170) to notify of your child’s absence.  The School is using an online attendance system for the first time this year. All late arrivals or early dismissals must be via the front office. Notes of absence can be written in your child’s diary.
Resource Centre

The Library is open at 8.30am every day. Children can borrow and return books between 8:30 and 9:00 each morning.  I expect children to have a reading book at their level for use during quiet reading. 
Communication
This year I am using the school Blog to add information, letters, showcase learning etc. The Blog can be accessed via a link on the home page of the East Marden website or http://eastmardenps.edublogs.org/ The children also have a diary where you can write any correspondence or use my email janet.lucas901@schools.sa.edu.au Please only use my email if you would like to arrange a meeting or similar. Do not use it for any messages to your child as these need to go via the front office. I usually check my emails before and after school but do not always check it during the day. I am also available in the mornings before school if you need to see me to clarify anything.
Homework

Homework is given to children each Friday and is due by the following Thursday. Each child has a Homework book. Spelling and reading are part of the homework routine each week. At times children will be expected to share their homework orally to the class or present home challenges as a listening and speaking assessment. If your child has difficulty completing homework, a note in their diary would be appreciated. I will reciprocate by informing you of incomplete or unsatisfactory homework, or homework not attempted or submitted. 

(Note: LSCWC = Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check)
Studyladder: www.studyladder.com.au    Studyladder is a K-6 web based educational program. The program is curriculum based and covers Mathematics, Literacy and 8 other subjects. Your child has been given a username and password which can be used to access Studyladder at home.
Numerical Acumen: www.numericalacumen.com.au is a website designed for helping children develop their speed and accuracy with mental computation in addition and multiplication. Your child has been given a username and password to access this website at home.
Habits of Mind & Growth Mindset
We embed skills relating to the Habits of Mind and Growth Mindset as much as possible in all areas of the curriculum. The 16 Habits of Mind are intelligent behaviours that help to create thoughtful, resourceful thinkers and include Persisting, Managing Impulsivity, striving for Accuracy, listening with Understanding and Empathy, Taking Responsible Risks, Applying Past Knowledge in New Situations and Remaining Open to Continuous Learning. 

NAPLAN 

The NAPLAN test for Year 3, 5 and 7 will be held in May Term 2. For year 3 students there will be 4 tests over 3 days. Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Maths. This year Naplan will be held in week 2, Tuesday 9th May, Wednesday 10th May and Thursday 11th May.
Parent Helpers

If you are able to assist with listening to children read and/or activities around learning times tables at either the beginning or the end of the school day, then please let me know.
Children’s Responsibilities

It is important in year 3 for the children to be taking responsibility for their own organisation, please encourage them to do this. On arriving at school each morning the children are asked to be prepared for the day by:

· Changing their reader and ensuring they have a book to read for quiet reading.

· Taking down their chair and putting their drink bottle in the drinks tray.

· Returning library books to the library.
· Going to the library to borrow a book if they need one.

· Showing any communication notes to me.

· Reading the smartboard and following the daily instructions.

· Ensuring that their diary is filled out.

Premiers Reading Challenge
The Premiers Reading Challenge will continue in year 3. The responsibility will be on each child to complete their own form and then hand it into the library by the due date. The forms are kept at school so please encourage your child to participate. The children are always very proud at the end of the year when they receive their medal for participating in the challenge.
Scholastic Book Club

Our class is participating in Scholastic Book Clubs this year. Twice a term during the school year I will send home a Club flyer with a different selection of books offered.

Each order helps earn free books and materials for our classroom, however there is never any obligation to order. Ordering is cashless as all orders and payments are made online.
Tissues

We ask that each family donates a box of tissues to the classroom for use throughout the year.
CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

Speaking & Listening

Students will be taught specific skills and given the opportunity to participate in informal and formal sessions (eg general class discussion, presenting assignment work and homework, assembly, class meetings and home challenges) in front of peers.

Reading

The aim of our reading program is to develop a balanced reader. Our Guided Reading program aims to develop decoding skills, fluency and phrasing, and comprehension using a wide range of text types. (refer to “The Balanced Reader” attached). 
Children will continue with their reading recovery levels. Children are also expected to read every night to an adult – reading is still very important in middle primary! Pages read can be recorded in their homework books on the reading mileage sheet.
The whole school is also participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge again this year. It is expected that all children participate. Books with a GREEN DOT will count towards the book total. The forms are kept at school for recording all books read for the challenge. This has been discussed with the children at school. Children must read 12 books to complete the challenge, 8 with a green dot and 4 of their own choice. 
Writing

· Spelling (core words, interest words, topic words and word families)

· Grammar 
· Proof reading and editing

· Publishing skills

· Skills taught for a variety of writing genres (Narratives, Recount, Reports, Explanations, Expositions & Procedures). We have started the year with an emphasis on explicit teaching of the Exposition and Narrative genres in preparation for the NAPLAN tests. 
· Handwriting, children begin to write in linked script in Year 3. 
MATHS

Number and Algebra– number & place value, addition & subtraction, multiplication & division, fractions & decimals, patterns & algebra and money & financial matters.
Statistics & Probability – Chance and Data

Measurement & Geometry – Shape (2D & 3D), geometric reasoning, location & transformation, length, area, mass, volume & capacity and time. 
HEALTH / P.E. NIT Subjects
Health topics include: Healthy lifestyles, Food and Nutrition and Feelings and Friendships. This year Mrs. Kapor is dedicated to taking the Health subject.
The PE teacher is Mr. Taylor. Please write a note if your child has an injury which would prevent participation in activities.

SCIENCE

This will be taken by Eve Sage. The program includes studies in the broad categories Earth & Space, Energy Systems, and Life Systems & Matter.  Children will be encouraged to develop the skills to Work Scientifically. 

HASS – Humanities and Social Sciences.
Australian geography, Aboriginal stories, Australian and local history and Civics & Citizenship.
THE ARTS

· Visual Arts -     Mainly integrated with other subjects with some specific skills taught as required.
· Dance –             Footsteps Term 3
· Drama/Music –  Children have a music/drama lesson each week with Mr. Sykes
ITALIAN -  This is taken by Elvira Ricci each week.  Children study Italian language and culture.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES – Mainly integrated with other subjects with some specific skills taught as required.

Key Strategies to solving inferential comprehension

· Identify key words

· Identify words that mean the same as…….

· Being prepared to re-read and scan the text

· Being prepared to read charts, maps, graphs, timelines etc

· Identifying words, I don’t know the meaning of

· Being prepared to use a glossary, index, dictionary

· Being prepared to use the text layout, boldings, italics, labels etc

· Identifying topic sentences

· Being prepared to identify and access their own background knowledge, eg, “what do I already know about this?”

· Being prepared to read the illustrations

